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— Summary —
On the Exclusion of Japanese Literary Works from Korean Modern Magazines
Ob, Young Jin

The work for modemnization of Korea starting from Kabo Reforms (1894) can not be thought
of apart from Japan. No one will object to the fact that western civilization was introduced into
our country through Japan. The anti-Japanese thought and national identity of our writers, who
had played important roles in the formation of modem culture, cannot but be taken as a striking
specimen of their minds by those who are forced to teach the Japanese language reminding us
of unpleasant past.

The analysis of the things Japanese in the main literary magazines during the period of Korean
modemization shows that Japanese literature had a superficial effect on us but the contents was
characteristic of anti-Japanese sentiments. Also writers had to suffer hard ships from expressing
those sentiments.

The analysis of the effect which Japan had superficially on us shows that the poems and
songs affected us before or after 1900, western policies and social thoughts were introduced to us
by secondhand translation in 1910’s, and the literary thoughts of France, Germany and Russia
were introduced in retranslation through Japanese book. War literature unfamiliar with Koreans
was introduced to us by the Chinese-Japanese War in the latter half of 1930’s and World War
I in the opening part of 1940’. According to that situation, most of Korean writers were con-
verted to war literature, but some of them gave up writing and retired from the literary field.
There were some magazines which ceased publication and were in suspension on their own initia-
tive. All literary activities for all practical purposes came to an end at the close of 1941, when
Japan plunged into the Pacific War. To our great sorrow for 45 years since the things Korean
had not been able to be found in our literary magazines.

But those was unavoidable little matters in an extreme situation. Our seniors, writers, tried
not only to refuse to introduce Japanized westem civilization in the course of importing western
civilization through Japan, but also to exclude the very Japanese literature more positively. Today,
our situations force us to teach my young students the language of Japan which was unpleasantly

_connected with Korea. But, first of all, we must come in contact with the Japanese language
and literature after we have learned and accustomed ourselves to anti-Japanese minds and the
spirit for national culture which our ancestors have had.
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