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— Summary —

Comparison of Korean Myth and Japanese One

by Hyeon Yong-Jun

Myt on the Beginning of the World

1) There appears the view which a land had teen floated in the water originally
by the myth of beginning of the world of Kojiki and Nihcnshoki in Japan. In
Korea such a view has been transmitted from generation to generation by the
legend of Bi-yang Island, Neung-la Island, and Going-ju Mountain, etc.Such a simila
rity establishes the fact that both country had the same myth of the begining of the
world in ancient times.

2) By the myth of Izanaki, Izanami in Japan, they say that the fire divided the
heaven and the earth, and the myth of shamanism in Korea explairs that the
heaven and the earth was divided by the sun. Both myths are similar to cause of
explanation for the division of the heaven and the earth.

I

Myth on Living and Dying

The myth visiting Hades written in Izanaki of Japan and the myth producing gods
written in shamanism of Korea are similar to explanation on originality of living and
dying of human being. Both myths explain that god of this world iz living cod,
and god of rhe world beyend is dying ged, and they say that the gods ¢f both
world bad a constest cf ability, as the result of it god of this world wcn the game,
so that human beings increase. These explanations are just the same in both myths.
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Myth on Foundation of Country

Myths of Foundation of both Korea and Japan are similar to explanation that the
god descending on the forests of mountain established the country, that the god dri-
fting ashore assisted to establisted the country. And both is also similar to explanat-
ion which the fellow who had ruled over the country handed his country over t>
heavenly descendant asserting his orthodoxy on foundation of the country.

Considered that both country is adjoining georaphically, kept in historical contact
and the cultural relation, the similarity of above all the myths not only proves its
true that they are the same system but it is right in their assumption that the myth
of Japan was transmitted and formed through Korea, for Korea has acted as an
intermediary constantly. Such a fact gives suggestion to us that culture of the
ruling class in Japan was transmitted to them by way of the Peninsula of Korea.
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