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— Summary —

Korean Literature Viewed from a Nationalistic Standpoint

— Especially during the Japanese Rule of Korea —

Yang Jung-hae + Kim Si-tae « Kim Yeong-hwa

How national consciousness is reflected in Korean literature during the Japanese
rule of Korea can be a matter of our concern, partly because national "consciousness
and nationalism embedded in literary works were one of our issues of that period,
and partly because it is significant to fathom the historical import of such literature
and explain its present implications.

In this article, main Colonial literary works with deep layers of national conscious-
ness and nationalism in them are looked into in three separate genres : (1) poetry,

(2) fiction, and (8) criticism,

In poetry, national self-esteem and resistance to Japanese imperialism were urged
suggestively and metaphorically in the form of expressions peculiar to poetry, In
fiction, the first phase of the resistance characterized by negative enlightenment
eventually grew into the phase of positive, though suggestive, manifestation and des-
cription of the spirit of resistance. In literary criticism, first, most critics analyzed
the discord and friction between nationalism and socjalism by inquiring into the
process through which these two ideologies were introduced jnto literature and by
surveying the scope of literary theories based on the two ideas. Secondly, they tried
to find the historical import and the sphere of nationalistic literary theories by ana-
lyzing the reflection of such theories in Korean society described in literary works,
and by analyzing the‘contribution of such theories to the formation of spiritual stru-
cture of Korean literature,

Such literature tells us that literature can not be separated from realities of the
times and that it abstracts and reorganizes the notions of the age. In that respect,
we can assert that the Koreans under the Japanese rule criticized, denied, and resisted
the Colonial age instead of accepting it tolerantly.
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