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The Effect of Members of Society on Elementary School
Student’s Sports Participation

Song, Man-Sun - lhm, Sang-Yong

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to explore the form of children’s participation in sports. how much
children were advised to practice sports by members of society including family. friend. teacher. sports
group. or mass media. and how much their sports participation was affected by the advices of such social
members.

For attaining the purpose. a questionnaire survey was conducted against boy or girl fifth and sixth
graders of an elementary school in the city of Jeju. and the collected data were analyzed with SAS
program. The findings of this study were as below:

As a result of examining the form of the subjects’ sports participation in consideration of gender and
grade. the boy students were more engaged in behavioral participation than the girl students. but grade
made no difference to their behavioral participation. The boy students were also more engaged in
affective participation than the girl students. yet their behavioral participation wasn't affected by grade.
either. Likewise. the boy students were more active at cognitive participation than the girl students. but
grade produced no difference to their cognitive participation.

As a result of looking into the extent of the advices of social members for sports participation
according to the gender and grade of the subjects. the boy students were more asked by brothers to do
sports activity. and the girl students were more advised by sisters to do the same. For friends. the boy
students were more asked by friends who were male. and the girl students were more advised by friends
who were female. The sixth graders were more advised by male teachers to do sports activity than the
fifth graders. and the girl students were more asked by female teachers. In the advices of sports group.
there was no difference between both genders or both grades. And. the sixth graders were more advised
by mass media than the fifth graders.
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As a result of investigating the relationship of their sports participation to the extent of social
members” advice for sports activity. the students were more engaged in sports activity as they were more
advised by brother. sister. male friend. female friend. father. mother. male teacher. female teacher. sports
group. or mass media like TV. radio. newspaper or magazine. And. they were most affected by male
friend and mass media in all the behavioral. affective and cognitive participations.

The findings of this study suggested that the sports participation of the elementary school students
were most influenced by male friend and mass media. among members of society.
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