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<Abstract>

The Way Regional Literature Exists

Kim Dong-yun

Korean people have long been forced to live only as a citizen of the
nation without completely taking root in their own region. As a result,
particularity has been suppressed in favor of universality, and the
whole nation has been absorbed in the Seoul-centered logic of culture.
It shows that there exists severe colonialism even within the nation.
Grim reality shows that regional literature is severely distorted and
compromised. In order to overcome this situation and make regional
literature a success, an "eye for the region” is essential. Only when
post-colonial regional literature develops dramatically with an "eye for
the region,” can national literature be booming. By observing Jeju's
April 3rd Incident through an "eye for the region,” Hyeon Gi-yeong
successfully wrote back to the officially accepted description of April
3rd Incident as an commumnist uprising, and restored the experience of
the general public in Jeju. His first three writings of April 3rd Incident
are Aunt Suni (1978), A Grow in Doryungmaru (1979), and The Story
o a Sea Lion (197). These are interpreted as stories intentionally
written with the write-back strategy, bearing in mind Executor (1969)
by Kwak Hack-song from a punitive force. This can be verified from
the fact that he reversed every major character, incident and situation.
In conclusion, Hyeon Gi-yeong obtained brilliant results in not only
regional literature but also national literature through the write-back
strategy of an "eye for the region.”
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