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<Abstract>

Positive Study on the Masan Uprising
Represented in South and North Korean Literature

Lee Soon-wook

This paper aimed at identifying unique characteristics of the Masan
Uprising and deepening the understanding of the April Revolution by
carrying out a positive study on poems about the Masan Uprising out
of the South and North Korean literature created between March, 1960
and May, 1961.

First of all, the media of publishing poems about the Masan
Uprising were overwhelmingly newspapers, such as "Masan Ilbos, ©
Kookje Shinbos, "Busan IIbos, "Kyunghyang Shinmunis, “Donga Ilboy,
"Joseon Ibos, "Hankook Ibos. These poems published in newspapers
or magazines put the finishing touches on the revolutionary literature
on the back of the publications of various literary miscellanies, which
marked the April Revolution. On the other hand, in North Korea during
the so-called "Cheollima Period” the production, distribution and
consumption of revolutionary literature could not become widespread
because the number of newspapers and magazines were highly limited.
Major publication outlets included the weekly "Mumhak Shinmun,
equipped with mobility and public nature and the monthly magazine ©
Joseon Munhak,, and poetry books covered the achievement of the
Masan Uprising as well.

Second, the majority of creative authors in South Korea were
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professional poets, followed by students or local residents who had
firsthand experience on the struggle. It was they who published the
most number of literary works in the currently well-known selections
of revolutionary literature or in the literature section of newspapers at
the time. On the contrary, in North Korea, professional poets were the
key players in creating literary works on the Masan Uprising.

Third, the number of creative works by month was dominantly
concentrated on Aprl, May and June of 1960 in South Korea. The
higher number of creative works in June can be explained by the
publications of commemorative poetry books. As it became closer to
the end of the year, the number of revolutionary poems decreased or
they were even put on the back bumer. Eventually, they received
one-off attention during the first amniversary of the Apnl Revolution
and have evolved into commemorative or ceremonial poems since 1961
The revolutionary literature, which used to be mass produced then,
was too short-lived and transient to match the bloody price. The North
Korean literature showed similar distribution of the number of works
by month. Unlike South Korea, however, few selections of
revolutionary literature were published. According to currently available
resources, the only one is TA Flag is fluttering in the Souths
published in September, 1960 to effectively propagate and instigate
"Liberation of South Korea” and “Throwing out Made in US.A"
through children’s literature.

Fourth, in terms of contents, the South Korean literature depicted the
Masan Uprising as an extension of the April Revolution in the form of
ceremonial or commemorative poems. Few poems dealt with the
development of the Uprising in detail or described the overall views,
while most of them displayed passionate but standardized attitude
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toward the implications of the Revolution. In contrast, the North
Korean literature expressed a unique viewpoint of emphasizing the
superiority of its regime. Mostly, literature works clearly suggested
anti-American sentiment, revelation of corruption in the South Korean
society, significance and activities of revolutionary groups, leading roles
of revolutionaries and legitimacy of the struggle. It is notable that the
North Korean literature did not focus on simply paying a tribute or
expressing condolences like its counterpart because it was regarded not
only as an opportunity to propagate the superiority of the North
Koreanregimemtalsoasageneraleducationcmrsetoermance
residents’ revolutionary spirits, so that the criticism of the United
States and President Lee Seung-man’s government in South Korea
could be at the center.

eKey words: Masan, Masan Uprising, Revolutionary Literature,
Testimorial Literature, South Korean Literature, North
Korean Literature, Positivism, Memory, Oblivion.
Memory Reconstruction, Memory Struggle





