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Geomorphological Perception Projected on
Landforms in Tamrasunryeokdo

Kim, Tae-Ho*

Abstract : Lee Hyeongsang, a Jeju governor, produced a picture book
named Tamrasunryeokds in 1703 based upon an inspection tour and
official events carried out in Jeju Island. It consists of 41 paintings
which exhibit topographies nearby towns and forts as well as noted
geomorphic landscapes. The book could be consequently considered a
collection of representative landforms in  Jeju Island. Geomorphic
landscapes in the paintings are classified into volcanic, cave, fluvial,
weathering, and coastal landform. A volcanic edifice appears most
frequencly in the paintings, reflecting the particular emotion of Jeju
people on Mount Halla and oreums. However, Baeknokdam and
Yeongsil which symbolize Mount Halla are not shown in the book
because an itinerary of the inspection tour did not include a mountain
region. It seems to regard a lava tube as a frightening and intriguing
landform in that a cave was firstly expressed as a major landscape.
Although a pool was not highly evaluated except Yongyeon, three
famous waterfalls in Seogwipo were depicted in four paintings,
suggesting there are scant freshwater zones in the island. A sea cliff was

not also properly appraised due to its difficult access and limited views.

* Professor, Department of Geography Educartion, Jeju National University.
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The standards of evaluating landforms varies with the times, so that
ecologically valuable landforms such as coastal dune and wetland does
not appear in the paintings. The viewpoints of outsiders as well as
natives are projected on geomorphic landscapes in the paintings even
though the picture book does not contain all kinds of landforms in Jeju
Island. It indicates that Tamrasunvyeokds is a precious historical document

for examining the ancestor's geomorphological perception.
g g rpholog percep

Key words : landform, geomorphological perception, Lee Hyeongsang, Tamrasuntyeskds, painting of

true-view landscape, Jeju Island
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