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The Meaning of the Number 12 in Jeju's Mythology
-A Comparative Study with China's Mythology and Shamanism-

WANG YAN'

“Number is a prototype that often appears in our dreams, imageries
and hallucinations, which is able to control us.” In the long process of
human history and culture, numbers have been given special meanings
and connotations: “In the collective representations, -numbers should be
considered as mysterious presence rather than arithmetic wunits.”
Especially when the numbers were attached to the specific appearances
of objects, they could not be understood through rational understanding,
thus they were often given mystical significance. So the numeral
prototype is a carrier of primitive concepts and the performance of the
collective unconscious. It digitalized the understanding, that has the
sacred symbolism, through mythological thinking of the universe.
Different numeral prototypes in national cultures contain different
mystical connotations and predictive significance.

The mythological and Shamanistic beliefs of Jeju obviously have
specific significance. For instance, the 3, 7, 12, 500 Generals and the
Eighteen Thousand Gods cannot be simply interpreted as random and
casual numeric applications. In fact, they have strict rules, specific
functions and significance. The numeral prototype reflects the inherent

* Ph.D. Candidate in Department of Koreanology Graduate School, Jeju
National University.
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characteristics of mythical and original thinking that also embodies the
ancient’s deep thinking of the universe, nature and life, It also has a
special value in the understanding of national culture.

However, in the current mythological studies of Jeju, the number is
only to be recorded as an element of mythical stories or witcheraft
rituals. The possible speci_fic meaning of these numbers, like the
concern and analysis of the numeral prototype, still seem to be absent
and lacking adequate attention.

Starting with the numeral prototype and comparing it with Chinese
mythology and Shamanism, this paper reveals the universal law of the
symbolic meaning and original thinking behind the number 12 in Jeju's
mythology.

Jeju’'s Mythology, China's Mythology, the Number 12, group consci-
ousness, the 12 earthly branches , the 12 deity animals.
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