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(ABSTRACT?

The theory on “a woman fulling cloth by pounding” by
Lee Hoe Seong

— Literature as the reinterpretation of the memory —

Park, Jin-Hyang

Lee Hoe Seong, a second-generation Korean in Japan won the
Akutagawa Award(1972, 66th) with "a woman fulling cloth by
pounding(1971) ) for the first time among the Japanese Korean writers.
This work was written in a format that the writer recalls a childhood
memory of his mother from the point of view of the boy after he
became an adult. In this composition of ‘recall’ there are features of
viewpoints which are responsible for the past and the present
respectively. They are ‘Jojo' in his childhood and I' in the present.

As for the content, the writer is especially putting the spotlights on
the life of first-generation Japanese Korean who left the Chosun
during the Japanese Occupation, lived enduring the hardships in Japan
and died there. He put his spotlight on the life Japanese Korean
Women, among which especially is highlighted the life of his own
mother. In this process the writer found the world that ‘Jojo’ in the
childhood had never realized. The world means the composition of the
coercive force of Japan which was inflicted on Koreans in Japan. This
composition of the force was repeated in the relation between the
father and the mothefmen and women), and formed the

double-layered structure of oppression. ‘I’ came to find that ‘the
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mother’ was located in the place of the most oppressed under the
double-layered structure of repression. But he found not only ‘the
mother’ as the most oppressed and powerless, but also ‘the mother’ as
the powerful woman who protected her family through her dedication
and sacrifice. Ultimately, this work created the image of 'the mother'
as the national woman who lived a subjective life despite  the
double-layered oppression and held the identity of the Chosun people
to the end.

However, there is a litcle problem that this way of creating the
image of ‘the mother consists in the biased beautifying of only
highlighting the mother, totally negatively describing the other
characters. His violent father appeared as the evidence of 'Jojo' family's
tragic life, and the rest of the first-generation Japanese Koreans were
completely negatively portrayed as  helpless, or frivolous, filthy, and
heartless figures. The only  presence about which the writer has
beautiful memories is his mother “Jangsul'. This attitude of beautifying
only his mother results in the biased excess of the writer's
reinterpretation of the mother.

The reason of the writer's negatively portraying Japanese Koreans
seems to show his attitude of rejecting that ‘I' and 'my’ comrade, ‘the
mother’ belongs to the category of Japanese Korean by denying chem.
In other words; this can be interpreted as ‘my’ attitude of 'reverse
discrimination’' on the Japanese Korean. As the result, the formation of
oppression inflicted on the Japanese Korean became to have
multi-layered  structure with  discrimination and  exclusion between
themselves being added. The trials of Japanese Koreans are more

aggravated and expanded.
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Beatifying, reinterpretation of the memories, the life of Japanese
Korean
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