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(ABSTRACT?

A study on Seo Gi-won’s Marokyeoljeon

-Focusing on criticism against power and intellects-

Yang, Cheol-su

Marokyeoljeon is a seties of novels consisting of five episodes, and
each episode has a unique form and theme that stimulate readers’
interest. They are a kind of satirical novels. On the one hand,
satire is a way of viewing the world and, on the other hand, its
indirect expression provides a way to avoid censorship under the
military regime. Accordingly, only when episodes in Marokyeoljeon
are interpreted in connection to historical situations in the early
1970s when the novels were published, the writer's intention is
revealed clearly.

What Marokyeoljeon is to criticize is the power and intellects’
behavior in those days. The mixture of various times and spaces
and unrealistic incidents can be understood as devices for avoiding
censorship under the military regime. While sensitive parts related
to the maintenance of power are depicted with symbolic events,
criticism  against intellects, which was tolerated relatively, s
described more directly.

Marokyeoljeon satirizes all behaviors that power does in order to
maintain its position. Power distorts history, propagates the
government’s policies by mobilizing government controlled scholars,

and tortures opponents. In contrast, intellects lose their role of
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criticizing power, and appear to be snobbish, be absorbed into
power, or be involved actively in the regime.

Satire criticizes an object by an indirect way rather than by a
direct way. Particularly when it is used as a means to avoid
censorship, the question is how much and successfully the writer’s
intention is delivered to the readers. In this sense, it is meaningful
to examine conditions for the accurate communication of the
writer's intention, and further discussions may be necessary on this

issue.

Key words : Marokyeoljeon, Seo Gi won, satire, censorship,

power, intellects
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