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(Abstract)

Abolition of "Hojujae” and the New System of Social
Status Registration

Kim, Sang-Chan

Professor, Faculty of Law. Cheju Nationa! Univ.

On March 2nd 2005, a civil law bill which was based mainly on the abolition
of the Hojujae(Patriarchal Family Registry System) at the general meeting of
the National Assembly was passed. Thus marked the end of the Hojujae which
had been criticized for its gender discriminating elements and thus disappeared
into history forever.

With the abolition of Hojujae, the family system in Korea is expected to go
through several transformations. The kind of transformations would of course
differ greatly depending on the contents of the new social system where
individuals register themselves according to status which will be carried out in
the near future. Nevertheless, with the abolition of the hojujae, it is believed that
not only will it help bring about changes in the social awareness in the long run
with the reforms towards the direction of democracy and gender equality within
a patriarchal family culture, it will also assist in elevating women's status in
general.

However, even with the abolition of Hojujae under the revised civil law this
time around, considering all the conflicts and disputes surrounding the question of
abolition or maintenance up to this point. it has left behind too much baggage
and there appears to be a long haul ahead before there is any kind of resolution.

Several matters regarding the Hojujae will be first looked into in this paper.
This includes the origin and function of the Hojujae, outline of the arguments

surrounding the pros and cons of abolishing or maintaining the Hojujae system.
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and the changes within the family system after the abolition. Then, it suggests
logical directions for the new family system to take depending on the changes
followed by the Hojujae abolition through an analysis and investigation of the
new social status registration system which is expected to take place starting

from January 1st, 2008.
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