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Families Against the State: The Emotional Dynamics
of Sewol-Ferry Solidarity and Root Paradigm

Kim, Myung-Hee*

This study examined the emotional dynamics of Sewol-Ferry solidarity,
which has echoed the historic events of 5.18 since the accident in 2014,
based on the concept of bereaved family mourning and root paradigm.
Specifically, this paper focused on three types of emotional dynamics revealed
through Sewol-Ferry solidarity: the first is the emotional dynamics of
resentfulness and realization expressed as the bereaved families of the May
18th Movement, shared their experiences with the bereaved families of the
April 16th Sewol-Ferry accident; the second is the emotional dynamics of
regret and repentance created by linking generations contemporarily and
referring to each other; and the third is the venue of sympathy, expanded
by linking regions through a regional network of remembrance. Each of
these emotional dynamics reveals a new phase of solidarity in which bereaved
families and citizens are creating a time for historical reflection, overcoming
the hardships of life intertwined with state violence. This paper intends to
facilitate such solidarity from the perspective of emotional foundations and

cultural dynamics of social movements.

* Research Professor, The Institute of Humanities for Unification (IHU), Konkuk University.
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Historical Reflection.
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