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[Abstract]

A Study on Enhancing the Role of Statement Assistant

Kim, Chang-Kuhn
Ph.D. Professor, Jeju National Univ. Law School
Kim, Yu-Jeong

Lawyer, Professor, College of Humanities & Social Sciences, Honam Univ.

The statement assistant system is a system that contributes to finding of
substantial truth by enhancing credibility of statement if a victim of child
abuse or sexual violence is under the age of 13 or has difficulty communicating
due to physical or mental disability and contributes to the practice of
justice by preventing secondary damage of the victim. In Korea, this system
was adopted through the general revision of ‘the Act on special Cases
concerning the Punishment of Sexual Crimes of Victims' on December 19,
2012, and has been enforced since December 19, 2013. This is applied in
Article 17 of ‘Special Act on Punishment of the Child Abuse’.

However, the right to receive assistance of statement assistant is not
applied to sexual violence victims and handicapped children, but to all the
people who have difficulty in communication or expression. Advanced
countries that adopted the statement assistant system from the perspective of
victim protection tend to expand targets for support. Therefore, the expansion
of statement assistant system is urgently needed in Korea.

Based on this recognition, this study suggests the improvement plan of
enhancing the role of statement assistant for activation of statement assistant
system as follows. First, the role definition of statement assistant should be

revised to make a stipulation of ‘the role of preventing secondary damage
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of victim through assistance for victim’ in addition to ‘smooth investigation
or smooth examination of a witness through the intermediation or assistance
of communication’. Second, neutral duty of statement assistant is very
important, so there should be a method that makes statement assistant obey
neutral duty along with punishment regulations on violation. Third, the
number of statement assistants that work in child abuse and sexual violence
related institutions should be greatly increased by improving the training
and qualification system of statement assistant. The qualification of statement
assistant should be managed and supervised by relevant authorities, but
training, qualification evaluation, refresher training, evaluation and judgement
should be consigned to private areas, so that spontaneous quality improvement
and management can be done. Fourth, the target range of statement
assistance shouldn’t be limited in children of child abuse and sexual violence
and the handicapped, but should be expanded to victims of all crimes,
witness, suspect and assailant in the long term, so it can be operated as a
regular system of the criminal procedure. For this, the current laws should
be revised in the short term, and in the long term, ‘Act on Statement

Assistant(tentative name)’ should be established.

Key words : light pollution, liability for damages caused by light pollution,
Light Pollution Prevention Act, light—emitting acceptable standard,
National Environmental Dispute Resolution Commission, unpleasant

glare index, unbearable pain
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