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[Abstract]

Introduction of constitutional the Adjudication System

to Korea

Kwon, Young-Ho

Professor of Law School, Jeju National University, Korea

The present Constitution, the product of a bipartisan consensus in the wake of the
June Democracy Movement in 1987, embodied several important moments in the
development of constitutionalism in Korea. Especially, a European-style constitutional
court was established as a venue of relief for infringement of basic rights, and the thus
founded Constitutional Court engaged in active scrutiny of the constitutionality of
statutes and constitutional complaints for the past ten years and played a decisive role
in firmly establishing constitutionalism in Korea. As the result of the Court's activities,
legislative activities became more cautious and the instances of human rights violations
by public authorities have been on the decline. The Constitution became a living norm
that permeates peoples consciousness. and they now value their basic rights more than
ever. This means that constitutional adjudication has taken roots in our lives as the
new means of protection of basic rights, and also that the Constitution is recovering its
original function, namely checking the power of the state. At the threshold of the
twenty first century, we are at an important juncture in building a foundation for a
free democratic society where “human dignity and worth” is respected and all pursue
happiness freely a and equally.

Key words : The Constitutional Adjudication System., The Korean Constitutional Court,

Adjudication on the Constitutionality of an Act. Introduction of the Korean
Constitution, Judicial System
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