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[Abstract]

The Issues and Improvement Directions of Korean Political
Parties
- A Comparative Study with German Political Parties -

Kwon, Young-Ho

Professor of Law School, Jeju National University

Song, Seo-Soon

Researcher of Institute of legal policy, Jeju National University

Political parties are organizations that come under the protection of
constitutional law. It has the premise of executing the decision making
process by voluntary participation of its members. In addition, it is at a
position where it can exercise its direct influence on political decision making
of the government as well as the formation of opinions on political matters
on the part of the citizens. However, Korean political parties have a big flaw
called structural nondemocracy within its political parties in cases where
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there are top down decision making processes, member participation through
rallying as well as centering upon a main figurehead. Due to these reasons,
the constitutional law and political parties law have certain strict stipulations
regarding the contents about democracy within the political party. Despite
such regulations however, Korean political parties cannot be said to be run
under democratic means. Therefore, in order for political parties to recover
the trust of the citizens and to contribute to political opinion formation of
the citizens, reforms need to be made with the political party law and its
regulations. Also, in order to strengthen the functions of the political parties,
we could look toward the German political party system under basic law as
a proper model to find the improvement directions. If the democracy within
the political party does not get settled, the nation’s democracy itself may be
threatened. As such, we could say that there is an absolute need to search
for legal resolutions within the boundaries of the constitutional law which
would allow democratic enhancements within political parties.

Key Words : democracy within political parties, political party structure,
nondemocracy, German political party system, democracy and
political parties



