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<Abstract>

The Korean Peninsular WMD Issue : Aftermath
of the NK Missile Launch and Nuclear Test in 2006

Sung-Youn Ko

”I‘nereasmthatNorthKomahasbeenatterrpﬁngtodevelopnuke
and long range missiles for consolidating the Kim Jong Il regime
stems from its effort to elevate not only their political and military
purposes, but also to overcome their diplomatic isolation and to
further obtain economic merits by selling off their strategic weapons.
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Under the current economic crisis and diplomatic isolation the North
seems to consider the effort of forwarding their nuclear experiments
and missile developments as a panacea to solve their problems.

This nuke and missile development is hindering the current military
balancemﬂnKoreanpelﬁmulaand_stinuﬂaﬁngﬂmamsraceinthe
region. The North's nuke program with support of long range delivery
System is to spread the arms race in the region, raise the possibility
of a nuclear conflict in the peninsula, and incur social confusion from
split public opinions etc. As a result, the South seems to pay high
cost because it is going to be under pressure to correct its military
strategy toward the North.

Our policy options to North Korea’s nuke and missile threat are to:
first, follow the level of the international society’s response according
to the United Nations Resolution; second, establish military force that
will deter the North's adventurism through securing retaliation ability;
and third, focus on the solidification of the ROK-US alliance in order
to guarantee military superiority against the North.

Key words : NK WMD, nuke, missile, military strength, strategic

weapon





