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<ABSTRACT>

The Spirit of Reconciliation and Coexistence:
The Idea of Peace of Korea and the Island of
World Peace, Jeju

Seog-Gun Kim
(Yonsei University)

With the coming of new century, once threre was an optimistic
prospect of the World politics and human history. However the
terror and war did not disppeared, and the conflict and violence
did not ceased. Now the topic of ‘peace’ has become a worldwide
concern and hot issue. In that context, ‘the Island of World Peace,
Jeju" could have an important meaning in World history beyond
the Jeju Islans and Korea.

This paper is going to consider the Island of World Peace, Jeju in
the view of the Korean traditional thoughts and ideas on peace.
The declaration of the Island of World Peace had mentioned that
it has succeeded the spirit of "Three Nothingness’ of Jeju Island
creatively. And this paper is going to assert that Jeju’s spirit of
‘Three Nothingness’ has a strong affinity with the Korean
traditional ideas on peace, and the indigenous culture of Jeju had
flourished on the bases of Korean traditional ideas on peace.

In other words, the ideas or thoughts of Jeju has formed its own
spirit of peace in the long history of Jeju Island, therefore it has
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the essential characteristics of Jeju Island’s peculiar culture and
feelingst. At the same time, it has been formed as one part of the
Korean traditional thoughts of peace. Therefore it has had the
‘general’ characteristics as well as the “peculiar’ characteristics.

So we can notice the close relation between the idea on peace of
the Korean traditional thoughts(for example Confucianism,
Buddhism, Taocism and Shamanism) and that of Jeju Island. It can
be summarized as ‘the spirit of reconciliation and coexistence’. It
has become the basis of Korean thoughts of peace through long
history, and such spirit has been embodied in a concrete form at
the Jeju Island.

In July 2006, the Jeju Island has launched as ‘Jeju Special
Self-governing Province’, and opened a new age of Free
International City. We hope that Jeju Island would become not
only the island of conflict dissolution and peace settlement but
also the center of peace research and practice of the world in 21th

century.

Key Words: the Island of World Peace, Jeju, the Spirit of
Reconciliation and Coexistence, Free International
City, Three Nothingness, Special Self-governing
Province, conflict dissolution, peace settlement





