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Summary

A Comparative Study of Korea's and Japan's Introduction and
Development of Chinese Characters and Writing System (1)

Yang Chung-hae

Korean and Japanese people were faced with many difficulties when they tried to represent
their own languages by means of extraneous writin system and characters which they
imported from China. Chinese characters were created to represent the isolated language of
the Chinese people. while Korean and Japanese people used agglutinative languages. Chinese
writing system is ideographical, but the Korean and Japanese languages have their own system
of sounds which is indepenednt of the Chinese language.

Korean and Japanese people made many kinds of attempts to overcome the heterogeneous
quality of language. and they came to invent devices which can represent their songs by
means of the sound and meaning of the Chinese characters. Such devices took shape in the
Korean song called Hyangga and the Japanese song called Kikikavo and Mannyokayo.

The writing sytem which recorded Hyangga was called Hyangchal or ldoo. and that which
recored Kikikayo and Mannyokayo was called Mannyo- kana.

Japanese people developed the writing system of Mannyo—gana and went so far as to invent
their own phonograph called kana. But Korean people could not invent such phonograph as
kana of Japanese because of the complexity of the Korean language. and they must have the
wisdom to create their own phonograph, clled Hunmirjungum or Hangul, whose origin was

quite different from that of the Chinese characters.
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