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TR AR 2 ot < BB DI b BRI b3 7e”) Bll L WADBE,
EEYHDPTC. EMASEORBTRLVIC LT HEBEAL L TOBFRY ERETFICRD 5384
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90) Max Weber, Wirkschaft und Geselschaft, Grundriss der verstehenden Soziologie, vierte neu
herausgegebene Auflaze, bescrygt von Johannes Winkelmann, 1956, Kapital [X. Soziologie der
Herrschaft, ss_559-360.
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Summary

A Comparative Study on the Acceptance of
Western Culture and Bureaucracy in Japan and in Korea (I)
— A Study on the Acceptance of Western Culture and Bureaucracy in Japan —

Cho Moon-boo

Japan was modernized by the acceptance of western culture and bureaucracy on the oriental
culture foundation. It is the concern from the other oriental countries as well as western people how
to accept western culture and bureaucracy with differential value systems, and to harmonize it to
the value systems of oriental cultures.

The Christian reliegion came into Japan in the 16th century during the Tokugawa period, but it
was politically prohibited till 1873, and after that year also it was prohibited indirectly because the
Japanese government set up confucianism and Shinto (Japanese traditional shamanism reliegion) as
the educational guidance ideology, and was forming a nationalistic ideology for maintaining the
national policy of the Emperor system. After World War II, they did not need christian culture
because they were applying adquately and fixating the elements of their traditional inherent culture
as development facts for their,industrial society.

And, in Japan, liberal thought was introduced by Yukichi Fukuzawa and Dokusuke Nakae etc.,
and the people’s liberal rights movement was spread by Taizo Itagaki etc., but because of the policy
for defying western countries and preparing western style aggression, and by the Japanese
government consolidating its position and political power and becoming facist, the acceptance of
western thought was disturbed.

On the other hand, I think the influence of the result that the modern western industrial system
with its policy of increasing productions and promotion of industries, western educational system
and western social systems relating to railroads, communications, etc. were accepted, has to be
evaluate thoroughly and especially, the western political system like constitutional government,
modern western cabinet system and western parliamentary system were also accepted, although
formally. But the administration for these western systems were not managed by western thought,
but by Japanese traditional inherent thought. Here this sugests the posibility of modernization
through oriental thought, or by the changed oriental culture. ’

It is not necessary to say that in the western systems which were accepted in Japan, the
Japanese bureaucracy played the most important role in modernization of Japan. In 1885, the
Japanese cabinet system was reformed for the rake of the constitutional foundation according to
prussian bureaucratic model. It is similar to prussian bureaucracy in form, but different in
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substance and content. This cabinet system of Japan was set up to make the Emperor system the
spiritual center, in order to exercise transcendentaly strong power of absolute monarchy that can
not be found in the other monarchies and to support the economic system of capitalism.

After World War II under indirect government by the American Military Government, the
Japanese bureaucracy was made to administrate a democratic constitutional system. In the
reformation of all systems under the rule of American Military Government, it was the Japanese
bureaucracy that laid the most emphasis on the point. And then was established the National Public
Servants Law to take personnel authority system, the position classification system etc. according
to the American model, but the position classification system could not be exercised, and personnel
authority system was reformed to separate dual competence. Now the Japanese bureaucracy after
World War Il was gradually traditionalized and its administrative method was to be done by
Japanese traditional culture based on their spiritual foundation. And the result of this accomplished
the system of specially excellent efficiency in productivity. I think, this is the harmonization of
western rationalism and oriental rationalism, and this problem should be studied more.
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