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— Summary —

A Survey of the Troubles over Women Divers’ Fishing Grounds:
Their Fishing Practice and Its Characteristics

Doo-hee Kim, Young-don Kim

Twenty five thousand odd women divers in Jeju Island arouse worldwide interest. Only two nations,
Korea and Japan, have women divers in the world, but their base of operations is Jeju Island. Because the
young girls in Jeju Island don’t want to become women divers any more, the number of women divers
grow smaller and smaller day By day. Therefore, the analysis and research on women divers’ problems
must be conducted without delay.

Women divers look upon fishing grounds as the extention of a field on the land. And they think
fishing grounds to be working places only for their livehood so that they regard the sea as their intimate
home. Women divers’ fishing grounds are divided according to units of local communities, or in some
other cases according to those of neighborhood.

By nature, women divers’ fishing had been done according to the havitual practice without the assit-
ance of government or laws, have been consitued as a unit of each fishing village and have exercised their
common fishing rights since 1962. The iocal fishermen’s association and the divers’ group (women divers’
association—) jointly take charge of the fishery rights, the regulation of the fishing season, harvest of the
products, as well as the method of division of these products, etc.

The troubles over fishing grounds have resulted in those over the divisions of fishing grounds among
local communities, or villages. We investigators, inquired the habitual fishing practices and the complica-
tions. Villages, A, B and C, are the ones in which the serious troubles over fishing grounds have aroused
and villages, D and C, are the ones where such troubles have never been broken out.

A. Youngsu Ri, Hankyeong Meon, Bukjeju Gun.
B. Jongdal Ri, Gujwa Eub, Bukjeju Gun.

C. Yeongpyeong Ri, Gujwa Eub, Bukjeju Gun.
D. Aeweol Ri, Aeweol Eub, Bukjeju Gun.

D. Bukchon Ri, Jocheon Meon, Bukjeju Gun.

The common issues of such troubles in the case of above A, B and C villages are as follows:

First, the outbreak of the troubles over fishing grounds can be considered as the breakdown of the
people’s consciousness of order, caused by the change of the conditions of social economy.

Second, as the commercial value of marine plants had been going up, the consciousness of the rights
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and interests had become very strong so that the troubles had become acute. Recently most of the troubles
have disappeared because the price of brown seaweeds has declined heavily and fishing had been done be
abiding by the correct boundaries of fishing grounds.

Third, the immediate cause of the troubles over fishing grounds was that the boundary lines had been
demarcated without enough consideration of habitual practice heretofore, or that the division of common
fishing areas had been made without satisfactory agreement.

Women divers in Jeju Do had done fishing at the coasts of Japan, China and Russia, not to mention
at the coast along the Korean penninsular. One thousand and seventy women divers in Jeju Island were
given the legal right to fishing in common fishing grounds under the control of the following three fishery
cooperations: Kuryongpo, Yangpo and Daebo in Kyungsang Pukto, where the more women divers of
Jeju Island did their fishing in 1956 than any other time. .

But many problems about their rights and interests has taken place. Therefore, the government of
Kyungsang Puk Do took legal proceedings against the existing habitual practice of the fishing rights in
1967. It created a great stir for a long time. .

It is reasonable to regard women divers’ fishing habitual practice as a kind of the real right jus in rem.
But even this habitual practice must be changed as the conditions of the social economy are changing day
by day.

Recently they received the proper protection in the case of the habitual fishing practice in Jeju Do.
Consequently, there are few legal disputes. But even thesedays, women divers in Jeju Island go and do fish
along the coast of Kyungsang Puk Do, etc; therefore, their rights and interests must be protected perfectly.
And a permanent counterplan and legislative system must be divised in order to thoroughly probit fleets
equipped with diving apparatus from frequenting common fishing grounds.
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