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A Study on Choi In-uk’s Short Stéries -~ - -

R T Young—hwa Ktm

.' . Chot 1n—uk(1920 -1972) is a novelist who wrote 18 novels and more’ than 50 short

T stones from his llterary debut to his death, When we read his short stones, We ean-

"’fmd out ‘4 phases of tendencies in his short stories, The charactenstxcs of the 4.
phases are as follows:

1) The first phase: His short stories which belong to this phase express the
pathos and agony of the people with sentimental hearts: therefore, these stories
produce a romantic and sentimental atmosphere. The main works of this phase are “The
Picture of Fluting in a Moonlight Night”(1939), “Fallen Leaves”(1948), etc,

2) The second phase: His works of the second phase deal with author’s own life,
that is, he describes his life, his private experience and his view of life in these
stories, The main works are “An Ode on Fallen Blossoms”(1940), “A Stupid Person”
(1949), “A Figure of a Child”(1950), “Mountaineering Club”(1956), etc,

3) The third phase: The major works of this phase express sufferings and uneasine
-ss of the korean people under the rule of Japanese imperialism, The main works of
this phase are “A Gold-banded Lily»(1948), “A Wild bear and a Charcoal”(1942), etc.

4) The fourth phase: The author,Choi In-u4’s main concerns with the short stories
of this fourth phase lie in the problem of life, that is, ‘how to live, * Accordingly he
deals with morality and social justice in them, The main short stories which belong
to his phase are “The Record of Two Merchants®(1949), “Early Winter”(1949), “Night
Watch”(1955), “A Secret Story”(1964), “A Condemned Criminal on a Charge of
Treason”(1965), etc,
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