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<Abstract>

Jeong Ji-yong's Poem and Behavior during the Liberation Period

Choi Myoung-pyo

As the first modemist in Korea, Jeong Ji-yong was also the first
poet who awoke to the aesthetic autonomy of a poem. His influence on
the Korean poetic world is magnificent. The impact of his poetic
achievement, distinguished from the traits of the previous era, aroused
the need for the control of emotion, and the importance of poetic
language began to gain attention. Transcending the imagism tendency
that he demonstrated in early poems, he reached so called ‘landscape
poetry’ beginning in the 1940s when the repression of the Japanese rule
was at its peak. The world was appropriate for protecting his poetic
faith from the violent situation created by Japanese rule. He waited for
the external conditions oppressing him to be removed based on the
Oriental spirit of reclusiveness.

However, such experience hindered his activities in the literary circle
during the liberation period. His passive behavior not only caused him
to be criticized by the right and left wing literary circles, but also
disabled his ability to pursue poetic transformation. This was oriented
by his personality and views, and they were shown as a literary view
that held fast to ‘pure art’ without admitting the unavoidability of the
then situation in which a specific political faith was required. Around
this period, he focused on the children's literature field, avoiding the
friction of ideology. However, it merely ended up with the
announcement of miscellanea. This is because of the ideality of the
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poetic space that he built during the later colonial period Such an
attitude caused him to become separated from reality during liberation
when the repression of the Japanese rule had disappeared. This led
him not to begin a poem creation activity during this period, and to
face a tragic situation, failing to pursue poetic completion.

*Key words: liberation period, spirit of reclusiveness, silence,
transformation, children’s literature

* o] =& 20099 14 309 FuEHUT, 29 209 A ¢8H0) 29 3Y
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