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<Abstract>

The Perspective from which the Gentry of Chosun looks at Themselves

Kim Sang-jo

The Chosun Dynasty had adopted New-Confucianism as a national
ideology since its foundation. While taking root, it created conflicts
with Chosun’s unique and traditional system. The gentry initially
refused to blindly conform to the style of China or New-Confucianism
As time passed by, however, they began to consider themselves
barbarians and slowly tilt toward China. Finally, they received an
evaluation of Small China, which means, from the China’s perspective,
they were different from neighboring barbarian countries.

The deeper the understanding of New-Confucianism, the stronger the
influence of Whayee Theory (#33, meaning "respect China and repel
neighboring barbarian countries”) immanent in New-Confucianism.
When the Ching Dynasty ruled China, the gentry of Chosun took pride
in cherishing their own culture of Chinese title instead of Small China
approved by China.

Whayee Theory, China-centered thought, was extended to Bukhakpa.
But it had something different from that of orthodox New-Confucianists.
That is, while New-Confucianists accepted Whayee Theory from a
metaphysical angle, realistic scholars of Bukhakpa rated Chinese skills
the best and advocated learning them, focusing on a technical aspect

How about today’'s Korea? The gentry of Chosun considered
themselves a barbarian and look at themselves from a China-centered
perspective. By the same token, it is not too much to say that Korea's
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elite is looking at themselves with a US-centered mind.
eKey Words: Whayee Theory (¥3:#%, meaning "respect China and

repel neighboring barbarian countries”), New-Confucianism,
China-centered mind, Small China (theory), Bukhakpa





