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<Abstract>

A Study on Women Sea Diver's Adaptation to New Work
Environments

Choa Hye Kyung

The term 'chud-ga’ refers to women sea divers going to other
bodies of water to dive away from their homes. These projects were
mostly carried out to earn more money by going to different places.

The adaptation process and aspects of the ethnic responses followed
by their arrival were considered through on-site investigations and
various records in this study. The main areas that were studied
included: Boso peninsula, Tsushima Island, Shikoku, Murotomisaki in
Japan and Jumunjin of Gangwon-do province as well as Guryongpo of
Gyeongsang-do province, Korea. Conclusions were drawn by going
through the changes, the adjustment processes as well as various
special characteristics that appeared in each districts.

The foremost motivation of their going away was firstly because the
Japanese fishing boats caught too many fish which resulted in
seriously deplating the fish stock (especially the abalones)and the Jeju
women sea divers were far superior in their diving ability than the
Japanese women sea divers. Furthermore, it was possible to reap
economic benefits from the sea produce which led to the favorable
changing of the attitude towards diving work.

If you were to look into the adaptation process first, with the
departure of the Kimikayomaru (Japanese ship) starting around 1922,
many Jeju women sea divers went to Boso peninsula of Japan. The
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guide who led them were either requested by the fisheries association
of that district or they were recruited according to the demand of the
Japanese bidders. Here, we are able to have a glimpse into the women
sea diver's stoic will to survive all odds. This can be seen especially
through their exploitation to do forced labor by diving in and cutting
the laver (Porphyra tenera) which became the basic ingredient for
gunpowder necessary for war during the Japanese colonial period.
Therefore, there is no denying the negative aspects of going away to
dive elsewhere, such as the violation of contract, from this period until
the 1970’s.

Before liberation, most of the diving was carried out in a traditional
fashion from March to September by going over to Tsushima Island
via Busan, but after 1954, most of the diving was done using the
compressor. Many people settled for good after liberation and the
special characteristics of Tsushima Island was that its diving method
changed from the method to dive in about 10m and plucking the sea
produce with a pair of tongs and using the taewak (a kind of a
floating buoy used by Jeju women sea divers) to using compressors to
dive.

In the case of Murotomisaki, the fisheries associations found it
difficult to establish direct contracts with the women sea divers.
Therefore, they signed contracts with their team leaders on an yearly
basis. They set up the contract period and paid them according to the
sea produce they caught at the end but sometimes they would give
them an advanced pavment. Also, the residents around that area had
boats and needed women sea divers so the relationship between the
residents and women sea divers were a closely knit one.

We are able to investigate into the history of fighting for their
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rights from the women sea divers who went to Guryongpo. The
women sea divers from other areas were looked down upon by the
indigenous women sea divers and the nights of the transient women
sea divers were totally obliterated The fisheries association during
those times finally reached a point where they asked for the secession
of the Jeju women sea divers. Therefore, the representatives and all
the transient women sea divers worked hard to protect their rights.
They designated the cities of Gampo, Yangpo and Guryongpo of
Gyeongsangbuk-do province as their main centers and finalized the
number of their members to 1070 people. As a result, they were able
to obtain equal fishing rights as the local women sea divers.

In Jumunjin, Gangreung City, Gangwon-do province, not only did
they obtain diving fishing nghts but they leamed diving skills from the
local women sea divers and had the same rights to work in the sea.

Furthermore, the experience they had by learning how to swim and
going under water, going back and forth between the boundaries of
land and water since they were young, stood them in good stead in
their ability to learn and adapt to their new environments. These
transient women sea divers embraced the culture of an outside world
and tried their best to obtain their livelihood rights. The women sea
divers who went to Gangwon-do province were awarded their rights
almost immediately. In the case of Guryongpo, they had to fight for
their fishing nghts. However, the situation in Japan was vastly
different. The Japanese treated the Jeju women sea divers as
quasi-members of the fisheries association and gave them licenses to
pluck shells but this was only a part of the conciliatory measure to
exploit them at the end.

The women sea divers had to change their equipment when they
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went to Japan : thev used the isooke changing them a little to suit
their needs instead of the taewak. They clashed often with the local
Japanese divers especially with the Mitzuki. while they co-existed with
them and adapted to their society.

e Key Words: women sea divers, adaptation, environments, compressor,

fishing rights





