Research of Toegye’s Neo- Confucianism
Especially process of formation and peculiality —

by Kim in- Je
SUMMARY

Toegye(:B 8 1501 - 1570) accomplished neo-confucianism (LB ) in korea. The
neo-confucianism is originated from chu-tzu’s (%F 1130- 1200) philosophy of
china. However, Toegye, penname of Yi Hwag (¥#), as Neo-confucianist (34
B E) supported this theory on the genesis of the universe. Only, he modified it
with his own theory of 1i (B) and ki (®)

According him, Tai-chi (Kf) as generally used in confucianism conforms with
Li, and the yin-yang (5% -B8) as a whole his ki (®). He theorized that the universe
came into being as ki or the yin-yang (FABR) were generated from Tai-chi (k)
or his Li ()

When I think of it, following the order of study, we involue consideration chu-
tzu’'s philosophy ((k T#®)first of all. However chu-tzu is chines’ noe- confucia -
nist: he was the most important Chinese philosopher in the christian era. He
gave neo- confucianism its final complexion, and his influence exert on korea.
Therefore, trational confucianist thought. the genesis of the universe began with
the generation of the yin-yang(b& - i) by the supreme ultimate tai-chi (X&),
The Great ultimate is complete in all things as whole, but 1t is also in each
thing individually.

Toegye’s point of view likewise chu-tzu's thought . According to him. That the -
principle of things to be actualized accounts for the phenomenal world.
Acfualization reguires principle as its substance and material force as its
actuality. Thus the Great Ultimate involves both principle and waterial force.
The principle is necessaryto explain the reality and. universality of things It
is incorporeal one, eternal -d unchanging uniform, constituting the essence of

things; it is always good, and it is the reason for creation.
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Only seemingly dualistic, principle and material force are never separate,pri-

nciple needs material force to have somthing to inhere in, and material force

needs principle as its own law of being.

They always work together because they are directed by the mind of the uni-

verse. Toegye admits this.

He calls it the ki of the Ultimate origin. According to him, the ki of the ultim-
ate origin was the yin-yang, especially the Yang. and it was li or what is ge-

nerally called tai-chi (JXH) that created the yin- yang.

The yin-yang was a product of tai-chi or li, which was their creator. Toegye
theorized that ki (%) is generated when Li (B) acts. This is basic theory on

the ‘genesis of the universe.
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