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Border Crossing, History, and Identity: A Comparative Study of

Taiwanese in Yaeyama and Jeju People in Osaka

Hueichu Chu*

This article conducts a comparative study of migration experiences
and ethnic identity of Taiwanese in Yaeyama and Jeju People in Osaka,
exploring how experiences and thoughts of border crossing of island
people in the border area of nations intervene the nationalism rooted in
the territorial ideas that dominate Mainland China, Korean peninsula
and Japanese Archipelago.

From the viewpoint of political territories and power relations in
East Asian countries, these two histories of migration happened in the
peripheries of nations or empires. However, the relatively peripheral
location also means their being adjacent to the borders, making
possible their struggling to survive in the interstice of political regimes.
Their experiences of migration transcend the existing confinement of
single nation, language and culture, producing ideas and thoughts
deviating from realpolitik and logic. Those who crossing the border
may seem free from the restricts of borders, but in effect nobody can
be more conscious of the existence and impact of border. Without
romanticizing their personal life experiences, we should make effort to
create more flexible and soft ideas and thoughts on national and
cultural borders that can correspond to real life experiences and

* Graduate Institute of Taiwan Literature and Transnational Cultural Studies,
National Chung Hsing University, Taiwan
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existence conditions through the movement traces of borderland

people.
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Taiwanese in Yaevama, Jeju People in Osaka, immigrant, border crossing
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