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Study on Jeju People's Sailing for Japan

Jeun, Eun-ja*

Jeju people started sailing for Japan in the late Chosun Dynasty that
is also the Meiji period and later more frequently during Japanese
Colonial Period and up until the Liberation. There were some reasons
why they continued to seek to cross the water in various ways, Japan
was a country where more advanced industries prospered than in Korea
and moreover it is closer to Jeju geographically, which was seen as a
very attractive labor market for Jeju islanders to make money. A lot of
people made passage to Japan. Some of them settled down and some
others came back home with various reasons.

Especially, in Osaka, Japan, plenty of Jeju people had lived even
before the Liberation, which led many more Jeju islanders to go to
Osaka. It meant that there has already been a 'Social Network’ of Jeju
people in Jeju and Osaka since the Japanese Colonial Rule and they
have shared social bonds and same-town mentality forming a good
community. For Jeju people, Japan was considered a true place of
opportunity where they could get jobs to solve their financial as well as
social problems, better than in their own country.

When [ started working on this study, I tried to give a historical
significance to the Jeju people who returned to Jeju again after they had
gone over to Japan, which has not been known well to us. I studied on

* Special Researcher of Cheju National University Museum
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why and how they sailed for Japan, how they lived there and, in case
of coming back home, how their lives changed.

This study was conducted with the interviews of 16 Jeju people who
returned home from Japan.

They risked their lives, crossing the border. They made all the
possible sacrifices to make it. It is true that the money they earned
there has become a foundation to build today’s Jeju. Their sufferings
there have new meanings now, beyond themselves, their own family
and Jeju local community. Accordingly, their crossing is not just an
individual issue but also for a social one of the Korean- Japanese as well
as Jeju community as a whole. Still today, people in Jeju yearn to go
to Japan and some of them actually cross the border for the advanced
developments and higher-paid jobs backed by its strong capital market
with high exchange rates.

Japan, Jeju, Going over to Japan, Homecoming, Jeju People, Korean-
Japanese, Osaka, Smuggling away, Legal going over to Japan, Illegal
Going over to Japan, lllegal migrant worker
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