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A study of the ways of ramification in Songdang myths

Kim, Jin-ha*

The Songdang myth, known as the origin of Jejudo Shamanism’s
sanctuaries, is spread all over Jejudo island, and organizes its lineage
among different villages. But in Songdang myth the ways of
ramification and its derivation are not simple. The separation of myths
from the root myth or the borrowing of its narrative are operated by the
influence of geographical features and cultures in the village where the
sanctuary is located.

The narrative and its structure of the myths originated from Songdang
myth are organized by four gradations. The formations of newly born
sanctuaries in neighbour villages are decided by the aspects of conflicts
and divorce between god and goddess, including the taboo of
meat-eating and a spouse’s sexual deviation. In the narrative of
Songdang myths the ways and stages of their divisions are closely
related with the evolution of Jejudo’'s civilization. Therefore newly
enthroned gods and goddess represent more developed cultures in Jejudo.

Songdang myth, ramification of the sanctuary, taboo of meat-eating
stage of civilization, element of narrative

* Yangchung High School
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