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(32) ‘g% 1900 w4 A 560 &

CREAT YANG TSE BANK—SHOAL REPORTED
EASTWARD OF,

Information, dated22nd August1900, has been received fromtheGeneral Manager
of the Peninsular and Oriental Company that the S.S. Socotra, drawing 18%: feet,
when on a voyage from Japan to Shanghai, struck on a shoal north-eastward of
the Great Yang tse bank at 9". 40 P.M. on 5th June 1900, in approximately lat.
32° 9’ N., long. 125° 7' E., and that, when the vessel was subsequently docked,
clay and stones were found adhering to the damaged portion of the bottom. A shoal,
with a depth of 3 fathoms over it, has in consequence been placed on the Chart
in the above position.

It is to be observed that in 1896 the P. and O. S.S. Shanghai reported having
obtained a sounding of 9 fathoms, just after noon, in lat. 32° 1’ N., long. 120° 9'
E.; the weather at the time was fine but foggy, and consequently no astronomical
observations were obtained; on receipt of this report Notice to Mariners No. 312
of 1896 was issued, and amended afterwards by Notice to Mariners No. 618 of 1896.

In December 1896 H.M.S. Plover was sent to search for this reported shoal, and
sounded over an area of 4 miles without finding any such depths; when this infor-
mation was received Notice to Mariners No. 340 of 1897 was issued, expunging
the 9-fathom sounding from the Chart.

These are,howeve., not the only reports of a shoal in this locality, as in 1868
H.M. Surveying Vessel Sylvia searched for breakers reported by P.M.S.S. Costa
Rica in lat. 32°10' N., long. 125° 3' E., without finding any sign of danger, the
depths all round being very even (about 25 fathoms) over a space of 15 square miles.

Whilst it is difficult to suppose that a danger could continuously exist on a route
so much frequented as that between the Yang tse and Japan without having been
more frequently reported, it is evident a bank of some sort must have existed
somewhere in the neighbourhood in June last, and, until the area has been
thoroughly examined, mariners are warned to avoid the locality.

It is not impossible that such banks may occasionally be formed by the deposit
brought down by the Yang tse when in flood, and afterwards dispersed by wave
action in the N.E. monsoon. (Notice No. 560 of 1900.)

* This Notice affects the following Admiralty Charts:—China sea, No. 1263; Nipon island, &ec., No.
2347; Hongkong to Lian tung gulf, No. 1262; Amoy to Nagasaki, No. 2412: Also, China Sea Directory
vol. 111., 1894, page 518; and Supplement, 1898, page 27.
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