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Summary

The Aesthetics of the Alternation of
Success and Decline

—A Trip of Hyun Chin-gun to the Country—
Hyun Kil-un

Hyun Chin-gun has consistently sought for the relationship between the society and self
under the actual conditions of the colony. He makes a pilgrimage to the historical spot in
order to have a new understanding of the history. Its record is well expressed in two books,
The Pilgrimage to the Ancient Capital, Kyungju and The Pilgrimage to Tangun'’s Holy Remains.

In the former he investigates the hidden racial spirit by recognizing the history newly
under the reality of today along with the travel to Kyungju. He looks for the generating
power which enables him to create a new world out of the declining reality. In this way he
pursues the unification of art and politics.

In the latter he transcends the devastated reality through the productive imaginative power
about the beautiful mountains and streams and about the historical relics and remains by
gaining an insight into the history since the first Korean state founded by Tangun. This
power of transcedence makes a history idealized and leads to the task of the restoration of

national prestiges of the national literature.
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