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Summary

About Art and Human Existence
in Akutagawa Ryunosuke

Nan-Hee Kim

The paper analyses Akutagawa's view of art and human existence in ‘Jigokuhen’ and
‘Saihonohito’.

Akutagawa considers art as the way to transcend the tragic and unpleasant human
existence.

‘Jigokuhen' expresses the author’s views of art and human existence. The hero of
‘Jigoukuhen', Yoshihide, paints the folding screen of the inferno in a ground of ‘L'art
pour l'art’. He shows raison d’etre by his own sensibility instead of by the established
morality. He devides the art from the morality in a demonic deed. But his suicide turns
the art not the final way of human salvation.

‘Jigoukuhen’ fortells the author’s destiny. Akutagawa writes the autobiographic work to
express the unpleasant world in a pathetic tone before killing himself. Finally he meets
‘JESUS’ in bible. ‘Saihonohito’, i.e., Jesus is not the subject of belief and a man who
faces the pain of human existence. ‘Saihonohito’ shows the unique view of Jesus.

The ideal goes against Jesus of Akutagawa. The bible does not rescue the author by
the belief. It ends to find a man who shards the pain of human existence with himself.

The paper explains the tragedy of moderns breached by the thought he acquires in the

theory of Gabriel Marcel, i.e., ‘Reverse of Have'.
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