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Summary

A Study of Kolkaejeon (Biography of Beggar : = 5{%)
—As a Part of Biography of Lower Strata

Heo, Chun

There has been much debate on the concept and attribute of biography ({#). However,
the area of biography should admit very wide interpretation. An important evidence for
this is that, as the time comes round the latter period of Yi Dynasty (§i8f#f) , biography
had became independent and had begun to be mixed with novel and unofficial version of
historical tale as well,

This study reviewed nine biographies of beggar with special reference to the social
strata of the characters, and examined various changing patterns and their significance in
literary history,

The works describing the supernatural characteristic of beggar may be a biography of
supernatural being, and is interpreted as an inverse reaction to the prevailing social
conditions, with a high aspiration for supernatural beings, as well as with a high
expectation of such supernatural beings being emerged in society, Another important
finding that the reality of supernatural being is appeared in iwo different reactions. The
works based on Confucian ethics are the exemplary models of biography, as well as are
why biography is developed, On the other hand, the works based on beggar's unusual
ability such as leadership, mindedness, humanity, divination etc. show some significant
changes in the perception on the original nature of bio- graphy. In particular, the works
based on the original nature of biography. In particular, the works based on beggar's
honesty show a new perception on the lower class people, and moreover, treat beggar as
a hermit,

In the first two works the internal and external characteristic of beggar are
distinguished, while in the latter two works it rather tends to be no distinctive between the
two characteristics, It is hard to conclude the changing pattern of biography in a word
due to the trend of being mixed with various patterns in the same period. However,

overall changing pattern may be concluded that the early biography was characterized by
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beggar's supernaturalism, and followed by ethics, unusual ability, and honest in more
realistic direction. In other words, the changing pattern of beggar's imagination may be
concluded to follow such a way : from theological to realistic through leadership, It is a
general trend that heroic or humour imagination on beggar is usually appeared in novels
or folktales.

The literary-historical significances of biography of beggar are that it was the story of
beggars without any critical evaluation of their behaviour; it functioned to promote biog-
raphy to be a novel-typed style, maintaining the objective description of facts which is the
original nature of biography. and it broadened the perspective on human life as well as

the life of beggars,
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