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Summary
Time Consciousness of “Takedorimongatari”
Kim Sung-bong

This study is intended to look over Japanese senses of time through Takedorimonogatari,
which is one of the basic thoughts during the Heian age. Even though it is impossible to
seize the whole aspects of time consciousness through this short Monogatari, it would be
possible to guess it by finding out one aspect of it.

This is the summary of this study:

1) Imawamucasi

Imawamucasi is not connected with future but has vitality resulting from the past.
Therefore, the people of Heian age has thoughts of negative reality, wandering life, and
flowing time without positive point of view of the future.

2) The Number of Days and Dating

It is noticeable to be able to find a great of the number of days and dating in this writing.
The Number of days is often considered in the straight consciousness of time, which is
recorded very realistically in the Monagatari. That means this Monogatari contains the
straight consciousness of time. The straight consciousness of time is caused from the Chinese
effect of calendar. It is unknown when Japanese began to use the calendar but it can be
drawn out that the early Heian people was affected by calender system through this
Tagedarimonogatari.

3) Moon

It is not possible to find the number of days by lunar calendar in Manyopsip, but it is
possible in Monogatari, which means that people of the Heian age knew lunar calendar
system. The thoughts of agelessness and immortality beyond the straight consciousness of
agelessness and immortality beyond the straight consciousness of time are reflected to the
moon. But the immortality and age lessness are adnitted, burning the elixer of life in the end.

The thoughts are not just wishes but real facts. Those beyond the straight consciousness of
time. If we think over the fact that the period of 20 years or so is extremely constricted in
terms of time, we can guess that those people knew the way to expand time and space to
transcend the present.

4) Contradiction

The inconsisted age of the old man shows the lack of the straight consciousness of time.

On the other hand, we can find the consciousness (of time) when the self awakening of
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immortality and agelessness is expressed in the age of seventies and fifties; immortality and
agelessness are deeply connected with the straight conscious of time.

5) Geneology of the King

The geneology of the king is considered to be the first precedent in the world, which is
also derived from the straight and continuous consciousness of time. and people usually
follow the geneology.

It may be concluded that people of the Heian age maintained time consciousness which is
not circular. Instead, living in the world of the ever—continuing time, they seem to know how

to transcend the worldly concept of time.
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