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Summary

A Study on Souseki-Natsme’s “Kokoro”

Kim Nan—hee

In this paper, I have made an observation on Soseki ‘s novel “Kokoro” which represents a
basic shape of human life, on the basis of the times he lived.

It is not too much to say that, when viewed in the light of the whole Japanese history, the
Meiji era. as a literary setting of this work, was that of a downright imitation of the west.

Under the good name of “modernization,” a large number of intellectuals set about
transplanting the western civilization to Japan. As a result, not only individualism but
capitalism became widespread throughout the country. Furthermore, a lot of side effects arose
from the modernization that was not spontaneous but forced downward by the government.
Few intellectuals have. therefore, disagreed on the conclusion that the Japanese civilization
was of superficiality. Of the people who were bold enought to tackle the realities of the
period. Natsumesdseki has been often cited as the greatest. He was the only writer who had
made life-long efforts to illuminate the current problems.

On the whole. “Kokoro” is the novel which dealt with dark aspects of the period. It
illustrates and anguished intellectual who is obsessed with the consciousness as a victim and
offender of the civilization, who has to shake off the traditional value system that still
appeals to his mind, and who expiates his sin with abandoning his identity and prepares for
the new age even with internal feeling of humiliation.

Such characters as “Sensei” and “K"” become subjected to the conflicts between the
premodern morals and the modern morals, finally finding peace in death. However, the current
contradictions and conflicts as well ae vividly transferred by “Watashi” who stands for the
oncoming age, in order to create a bright generation that will not experience skepticism or
disruption. In other words. it is emphasized that the past must be recognized as it is and not
fall into oblivion. The writer seem to have paid attention to the current problems with
assumption that new genertions aspire to live on new energies which may be symbolized by
‘'simplicity’ or ‘pure whiteness.’

Now, it may be concluded that “Kokoro” makes inguiries into human nature motivated by
the social atmosphere. The intellectuals in this novel represent those who failed to overcome
the dual morality — becoming the victims of the civilization — during the Meiji era that

suffered a premature influx of the western civilization.
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