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Summary

A Comparative Study of Korea’s and Japan's Introduction
and Development of Chinese Characters and Writing (1]

Yang Choong-hae

The area of Chinese culture includes Korea. Japan, and Vietnam, where Chinese characters
have been use, as well as China, where they were created. This paper is to make a
comparative investigation into the exact period, the actual route, and the way in which
Chinese characters and writing system were introduced and developed in Korea and Japan.
which countries are nearest geographically or culturally.

Two kinds of methods can be recommended in this investigation. One is the method by
means of documentary records. and the other is the method by means of epigraphical or
archeological data.

Close analysis and scrutiny of extant documents has made it clear that Korean people came
into contacts with chinese characters and writing in the peoriod of Old Chosiin which
forewent Four Han Chinese Commanderies. and that specifically in Koguryod Chinese charac-
ters were officially used from its beginning (about a century before Christ). which facts were
confirmed by many archeological data found in Lo-lang's cultural remains.

In the case of Japan, Chinese characters and writing system were introduced by way of
Paekche at the latter part of the fourth century or at the beginning of the fifth century. which
fact can be known through the help of archeological or epigraphical data.

The problem of how the Chinese characters and writing system introduced as above were
developed by Korean and Japanese people will be investigated 1in the paper which will

succeed this paper.
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