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Summary

The Relation between Religious Characteristics of
Hwarangdo and Confucianism—Buddhism—Taoism

Ahn Chang-buom

Hwarangdo (an elite military youth corps) was established systically in the age of the Silla
kingdom. but it originated with the ancient religion in the age of Tangun (the founding father of
the korean nation). The ideas of Hwarangdo were really profound and were settled upon indepen-
dently. containing its own inherent ideas before Confucianism. Buddhism and Taoismwere intro-
duced into the Silla kingdom. The basic ideologies of these three religions are not artificial and
acquired, but rather natural and congenital. The principles of nature in the korean national
religion can be divided into three parts: the principles of creation, enlightenment and governing .
and the ideology of Confucianism—Buddhism-Taoism has originated with these three principles.
The ancient religion of Tangun and the national religion were formed by Uniting and Systemiz-
ing the ideologies of these three isms. Hwarangdo can be described as a special education group
of the national religion like the youth Clubs of Buddhism or Christianity.

However some historians try to find the antecedent form of Hwarangdo in Dure (a kind of
farmers. work group) or Shamanism or Totemism and describe Hwarangdo even in the korean
history textbooks of secondary schools and universities as foreign ideas which were accepted
from the ideclogies of Confucianism—Buddhism—Taoism. Its evidence can be found in the pre-
face of the Hwarangdo tombstone letters of Choi Chi—Won in Samguksagi (the history of three
ancient korea kingdoms). The misunderstanding of the ideas of Hwarangdo is responsible for the
mistranslation of lthe tombstone letters and the incomplete consideration of the whole Hwarang-
do ideology.

Therefore. in this script. the general ideas of Hwarangdo are illustrated, Hwarangdo is defined
as a special education group of the national religion by the study of historical evidence, and the
ideas of Hwarangdo which contain those of Confucianism~Buddhism-Taoism are illustrated not
as foreign ideologies but as original and congenital ones with the evidence of the scriptures of
the national religion.

In addition it was illustrated that Hwarangdo is trinitarianism and the korean national religion
was formed independently before foreign religions were introduced, and the national religion was
named according to each age.
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