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— Summary —

A Study on the population growth and rice import
from another places in Southern Sung Hang-chou

Yong-wan Kim

On account of the following reasons, the population of Southern Sung Hang-chou (%%
M) increased continually. First, the people who had lived in the northern part moved to
the south because of economic prosperity. Second, after Hang-chou changed to a
political center, the number of the authority officials and soldiers increased. ‘Third, by
means of the Commercial development, many merchants gathered. According to these
kind of reasons, the population of Hang-chou which were 0.8 million people only at the
early year of Southern Sung exceeded 1.9 million people at the late year.

Assuming there were 1.9 million people, the total annual consumption of rice would
amount to somewhere between 6, 800, 000 shih (%) and 13,600,000 shih (provided we
count 1 or 2 shéng (#) of rice as a man’s daily consumption)

In reality, about 1,500,000 to 1,700,000 shih of official rice were consumed in
Hang-chou each year at the early year of Southern Sung. About 800,000 of these were
tax rice from Liang-che (F#f) circuit and the remainder was bought from merchants by
the government. By the late year of Dynasty the purchases had increased to 1 to 3 million
shih. Besides these at least 3,000~4,000 shih per day, or 1,100,000 to 1,400,000 shih
annually were consumed by commoners.

The places of importing were ché-hsi (#p8) , chiang-hsi (JL#§) , Hu-nan (#ifd) or
Kuang-tung (/% #) area where a rice product had abound. Among these places,
especially the area of ché-hsi was a largest to import and then the second area was
kuang-tung.

The transportation of rice was used to by channel or Sea-road rather than using
land-road because of lowing expenses of transportation.
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