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Summary

On the End-Vowel of Declinable Word

—Especially in Relation to the Dialect of Jeju-do—

Kim Hong-sik

I

One of the characteristics of the dialects of Jeju-do in declension is that the diale
cts end in an open syllable, the type inserted by a vowel, while ending in a closed
syllable or consonant in the common language. The vowel tentatively named the end-

vowel this paper investigates,

I

The present dialects of Jeju-do retain the end-vowel of a declinable word as com
pared with those of the standard Korean. It is considered as one of the high altitude

of the language from the point of the linguistic geography.

The investigation of the dialectal forms of Jeju-do with relation to documentary
records makes us understand that now the dialects of Jeju-do retain the old-form of
the fifteenth century or before,

The study of the dialects of Jeju-do from the point of veiw of dialectlogy and diac
hronic makes us conclude that the end-vowel, which occurs in the stem of a declin
able word, is not the sound addition but it has the diachronic meaning of the history
of the Korean language. In short, the declinable word of Korean has made into the
closed syllable word because of the omission of the end-vowel, even if it is originally
the open syllable word.
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