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— Summary —

A Study of Kuinhoe

by Kim Si-tae

Since the rise of the modern literary movement, various kinds of literary groups were
formed in Korea. Among them, the “Kuinhoe” played most important roles. It’s histo-
rical meaning to modern Korean literature is summarized in three aspects.

1. The literary works really worthy of the name were written by members of the
group and the first systematic theories, were founded by them. Modern Korean li-
terature of earlier days was, it might be said, limited to the accumulation of data. In
contrast with the past situation,the group’s activities revealed that modern Korean lit-
erature acquired some system of value.

2. The historical mean.mg of the group who started their literary movement with the
anti-these of pro-literature in the last years of the 1920’s, by taking the initiative in
the literary area of the 1930°s, made an epoch-making point by which modern Korean
literature was changed from pro-literature to pure literature.

3. They save a decisional turning point to Korean literature which was based on pre-
modern dimensions, by receiving the modern western literary tendency. Through this
turning point, Korean literature found a modern literary dimension.

Beside these, the historical meaning of “Kuinhoe”, by the personal achivemsnts of
members of ths group was more increased. This is based on the fact that the members
of “Kuinhoe” have a more various literary knowledge and higher vision than ths me-
mbers of the other groups formed before the “Kuinhoe”. Therefore, the historical me-
aning of the “Kuinhoe” is very important.

But the result of study about the “Kuinhoe” is limited to partial comments and
evaluations of it. Accordingly, in this study, I will first point out the following
the formation group, the literary area’s reaction to the group, personal literary achieve-
ments of the members and their literary stature in the history of modern Korean lite-
rature. Secondly, I would like to reexamine the literary activities of the memb-rs as
in depth as Ican view them in their general aspects. In this view-point, this study will
be a guide line of understanding of not only a literary group but also of the literature
of the 1930’s which formed it.
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