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[Abstract]

Jeju Special Self-Governing Province : Town, Township and
Village : Self-Governing System Strategy for Development

Yang, Duk-soon
Professor, Dept. of Public Adminstration, Cheju National Univ.

As of July 1, 2006, Jeju province newly started as dJeju Special Self-Governing
Province. Jeju Special Self-Governing Province is government’s decentralization strategy
promoting Jeju to be a free international city successfully through its own local
autonomy which is corresponded with the conditions and the characters of Jeju. In
connection with the strong decentralization policy of the central government. Jeju Special
Self-Governing Province realized that the existing administrative district system. which
is two self-governing area and three administrative district (province-city. gun-eup.
myeon, dong), had not corresponded with Jeju province. At this point, a consensus
that a reform of administrative district structure is needed was widely formed among
the residents of Jeju province. Therefore, through the inhabitant’s vote in 2005,
two-administrative city system had replaced the four existing self-governing areas -
Jeju-si, Seogwipo-si, northernjeju-gun, souternjeju-gun. For the issues caused bythe
reform of administrative district structure, the absence of democracy in administration
and the negligence of life self-governing, could be managed by increasing the numbers
of members of a provincial assembly, making eup, myeon, dong areas to sub-local
autonomy areas and enhancing the function of residents autonomous center. Since the
launching of Jeju Special Self-Governing Province had been over 1 year, however, the
situation of eup, myeon. dong has not changed significantly from the previous
administrative district system. There by, the purpose of this study is to establish
academic theories and bring up some strategies at the level of discussion for plans
which can promote eup. myeon, dong to be sub-local autonomy areas. And these
plans would be helpful for the realization of a real life self-governing. democracy of
administration and grass-roots democracy. In seeking ways of making eup, myeon,
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dong to sub-local autonomy areas. this study suggests following subjects: first,
academic consideration for the status and the actual conditions of eup, myeon, dong,
second, the concept of sub-local autonomy and its basic course, finally, search for its

action plan.

Key words : Jeju Special Self-Governing Province, a reform of administrative district
structure, sub-local autonomy
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