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<Abstract>

A study on the Theories of the
Popular Novels of the 1920’s

Sung-Sook Moon

This study aims to outline the development of arguments on the popular literature
that is typified by the popular novels of the 1920's. At the beginning, popular
literature was made light of and regarded negatively, and there was also no
agreement on its terms, which might be the natural result of lack of understanding
and recognition of popular literature. Since the mid 1920°s, the attitude that considered
popular literature indecent and criticized its negative aspects has vanished. But the
views of popular literature differed greatly between the nationalist and the proletarian
camps. The conclusions of this study are as follows.

First, the nationalist camp uses consistent terms regarding popular literaxl works
and their readers. On the other hand, the arguers in the proletarian camp use various
terms. They made use of popular literature and its methodology to inject proletarian
ideology, and they considered 'playing to the readers’ degraded.

Second, the nationalist camp contends that popular literature is devoted to
popularization, such as amusement and entertainment, considering popular literature
similar to lowbrow literature. Novels gain popularization by means of having a large
audience. We cannot deny the contributions of the journalism to the development of
recent novels. Popular novels, that is lowbrow novels, continues to be written and
read by combining with the commercialism of the journalism. Positive attitudes toward
popular literature led to the establishment of a unique aesthetics.

Third, the proletarian camp also discussed popular literature in relation to
popularization. But they developed discussions distant from proper popular literature.
They used related terms arbitrarily and made use of popular literature to bring the
readers to their side. They attempted to approach the readers to bring up the
proletarian champions by means of popular literature based on entertainment and
amusement. In other words, they tried to make the popular readers proletarian fighters
through popular literature.
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