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Abstract

Cheju Mythology Viewed in Terms of Modern Context

Young-Soo Yang

The best way to view mythology in a modern context is to view it in
terms of symbolical meaning. The most important element found in Cheju
mythology is its peace motif, and this point stands out in stark relief when
it is compared with Greek mythology. In Cheju myths, Chonji-wang, the
ruling god of the heaven, makes appearance from the very beginning of the
divine genealogy in his own right, and his two son-gods agree to designate
the ruler of the present and next world by way of a peaceful contest of
answering puzzles or growing flowers. On the other hand, each ruling god in
Greek myths snatches control of the universe from his own father.

The principle of peaceful co-existence in Cheju mythology can also be seen
in its ecstatic{i. e. shamanistic) gods, who are eager to adapt their extraor-
dinary traits to the ordinary world which is generally represented by the
Confucian tenets. In Greek mythology, the ecstatic element(represented by
Dionysus) is quite defiant and quarrelsome to the sober and rational
world (represented by Apollo).

One of the striking points in Cheju mythology is that female gods are
described as brighter and smarter than male gods, and this point may well
be interpreted as representing the actual history of Cheju Island. But female
gods are brought to take inferior status in the social hierarchy, which also
admittedly represents the actual past society on this island.

Mythology stands for fundamental elements of traditional culture in a
country or district, and so we can turn some contents of our myths into
meaningful materials for creative arts or literature, especially in the context
of cultural information intended for foreign visitors, But we must also be
careful in order not to twist and deform the true essence of our forefathers’

past forklore under the name of artistic transformation of former cultural



AFAstel A AAHS AR AR - 229

properties. It is our duty to reinterpret and revitalize the great store of
mythological resources in our district on the principle of productive but rea-

sonable reconstruction of our traditional culture,
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