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<Abstract>

Reception of Paintings in Modem Korean Poems

—with focus on medium of reception
Kim Byung-taek

In this thesis, the reception of paintings in modern Korean poems is
examined. In the first case, poemns are created through reliance on the
poet’s memory and in the second case, poems are composed by
maintaining similarity with the painting. The results are summarized as
follows:

The first case is a poem crafted through reliance on the poet’s
memory and experiences. In the poem, "Now the Cow Is,” the poet’s
reception of the original painting in his memory plays an important
role in the composition of the poem. The poet’s memory, however, may
or may not happen to coincide with that of the painter. In the poem,
the poet's memory is associated with various open spaces including
rice paddies, green fields, and yellow dirt roads where the cow "with
fairly clear eyes” and an invariably good disposition used to trudge
along. In the poem, "To Ok-sang,” the poet's memory is inseparable
from his deep knowledge of the farming life, which is conveyed to the
reader through his experiences in Daesung-dong, Chunju. The same
scenes were also illustrated by a painter, but the painter's methods of
creation and description are different. While painters use the realist
technique, poets adopt traditional techniques of lyricism In the poem,
"Solitude,” the poet expresses his subjective memory of the cow,
colored by his difficult experiences. Nevertheless, it is obvious that in



208 / SF0I2 H12T(2006. 8)

the poemn “Solitude,” the poet's memory of the cow has been strongly
influenced by his reception of the painting’s point of view. The subject
of the painting has been incorporated into the poet’s memory, to which
the poet has added lyrical elements that create surrealism not found in
the original visual work. In this case the poemn has been composed
from the poet’s memory influenced by his reception of the painting.
The second case is a poem composed through maintaining similarity
with the painting, which is another form of reception. The similarity is
manifested in the form of general statements or questions within the
poem. Regardless of the form, however, the subject is always the poet
him/herself. What the two cases have in common is that their
similarity comes from their reception of the poet’'s memory. In the
poem, "Moon and Gourd: Stealing Kang Yo-bae's Painting, Moon and
Gourd,” the poet focuses on the similarity between the moon and a
gourd However, rather than focusing on the physical similarities
between the moon and a gourd, the poet has focused on the similarity
of viewpoint. The poet’s ultimate intention is to shed light on the
sense of mystery contained in the painting "Moon and Gourd” through
focusing on similarity of the two subjects, not to wrestle with
semantics. In the poem, "Sehando,” the poet depicts an upright "green
pine” that transforms into a spiritual guardian that helps people
overcome practical difficulties. While the difficulties referred to are not
clearly explained, it is safe to say that the poem exhibits reception
from the painting because the lyrical image of a “green pine” is similar
to that of the pine in the painting. Also in the poem "Old Self
Portrait-After Looking at Self Portrait as St. Paul by Rembrandt,” the
poet’s question has significant meaning. The poet’s question suggests
that he doesn’t consider the subject of the painting as something fixed;
the aspects of the painting that the poet has received together with his
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viewpoint become a tool for expressing his personal thoughts. A glance
at expressions such as "old face” "eyes where clarty has vanished,”
and "hair that is neither tough nor soft,” give the impression of the
poet’s literal reception of the scenes depicted in the paintings, but a
closer look reveals that he has merely created the basic poetic
framework with an emphasis on the general similarities between the

painting and poem.

eKey words: comparative art, comparative literature, paintings and
poems,  reception through memory, reception
through maintaining similarity
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