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<Abstracts>

A Study of A-Ra 2dong's ritual in Jeju island

Kim Dong-seop

I have studied the village's ritual ceremonies in Jeju Island since
1997. The aim of this survey is to find out its characteristic and
understand the identity of a native culture in Jeju. This study is
focused on the case of Ara-2ding, Jeju City, which was a mountain
village where people breed cattle and were engaged in farming until
1960s. The traditional industry in other areas in Jeju disappeared, as
industrialization and urbanization, in which roads, apartments and
schools were built, went on. But that of Ara-2dong area remains
traditional and characteristic. The village's ritual ceremony of
Ara-2dong area is confusional called 'Esaje’. That is, men performed
the confusional village's ritual ceremony in Ara—2dong area, while
women did 'dang-exorcism’ in other areas in Jeju. The peculiarities of
the confusional village’s ritual ceremony are as follows:

First, people in Ara—2dong devote the ritual ceremony only for two
days. This may be caused by the busy life in urban society. This also
means the ritual ceremony of Ara-2dong moved to the transitional
stage, where the ways of ritual ceremony are fulfilling a modem
demand.

Second, people keep the altar well equipping. The altar is located far
away from people’s living space. They made a tombstone and a
equipment to prevent the altar from raining.

Third, the official uniform is the priest ritual robes. The priest ritual
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robes are divided into three kinds of robes according to the priest’s
social position.

Fourth, in order to prepare for offerings, they have a unique svstem
to take full charge of food for hoth the priests and the village people.

Fifth, thev manage the chief director system only on the purpose of
performing the village's ritual ceremony.

Unfortunately, the ritual ceremony of Ara-2dong area is suffering a
critical situation that it may disappear. It is obvious that they will have
difficulty in choosing the priests who can perform the village’s ritual
ceremony after the present priests go away. We will face up to the
changing societv. This unpredictable situation may make one's lives
uncertain. As the ancestors delivered the village's ritual ceremony, the
present people have to keep the traditional of ritual ceremony. Then,
they also will be able to live a healthy life because the village's ritual
ceremony will prevent them from bad things.

eKey word: village's ritual ceremony, confusional, sacrificial day,
priests, priest ritual robes, offerings, altar





