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<Abstract>

A Study on the Theories of the
Popular Novels in 1930s
—focus on the discussion of the late 1930s-

Jong—ho Kang

The study on the popular novel still has several problems. Most of
disputants have come to the common and superficial conclusion, by
developing their arguments on the base of dichotomous scheme such as
orthodox and popularity, high-grade and low-grade, and purity and
popularity. The popular literature has been loved by many people, but
it hasn’'t gotten satisfactory response in actual reputation. That's
mainly because people have the prejudice that the popular literature is
vulgar compared to the pure literature. So in the discussion on the
popular literature, such an old-fashioned and blind prejudice should be
excluded.

From now on, disputants on the popular literature, especially on the
popular novels should avoid their attitude that tends to consider the
popular literature as a vulgar one by focusing on its negative aspects.
They should make efforts to set a right literary phase by improving
the concept of "popularity”, the actual core of the popular culture.

After KAPF was broken up by the force of Japan, there was no
guidance in Korean literature circles. This researcher will find out how
the discussion on the popular literature has changed in that situation.
For this, the researcher used articles, dealing with popular novels of
the late 1930s, published in newspapers and literary magazines. It is
considered that this study will contribute to systemizing the
development phase of the popular novel theory of the late 1930s by
analyzing and examining those articles through literary-social and
positive methods.
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