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Production Status Survey of Bee—culturing Farms in Jeju Area

Dong Sik Kim, Tae Sook Kang
Department of Animal Biotechnology. Agriculture & Life Sciences Cheju National University

ABSTRACT : A study was carried out using
questionaries to investigate the current status of
apiculture in Jeju and to recommend future
directions that may improve the industry.
Results are summarized as follows:

Seventy percent of beekeepers were older
than 60 and those younger than 30 were less
than 6%. Most beekeepers are middle and
high school graduates (76%). and the rest are
elementary (14%) and university graduates
(10%). who were relatively younger. Those who
have beekeeping experience of less than 10 years
represent 18%. and those with experiences of
11~20. 21~30 and more than 30 years were
32. 20 and 20%. respectively.

The reasons for taking job as beekeepers
were that beekeeping was good for a second
job (46%), can be done with small capital
(16%) or good for a full-time job. Beekeeping
as a second job, a full-time job or a side job
represented 46. 30 or 24%.
Tangerine production (79%) is part of their

respectively.

job for those that work on beekeeping as a
second or side job. Most beekeepers move
within Jeju (84%) for honey sources, but
some move to the mainland (8%) or do not
move at all (8%). Some Jeju beekeepers are

for world open market (14%). but others are
against it (28%). Many (58%) think that
beekeeping is a good business. Most use
family labor (58%). but used the hired (32%)
or exchange (36%) labor for collecting honey.
The main product of beekeeping was honey.
but some beekeepers produced royal jelley (30%).
pollen (16%) and propolis (8%). Recently,
some (78%) produced bees to be sold for
pollination of fruits and vegetables grown in
greenhouses, generating a significant income.
The main source of bee honey is rapeseed,
tangerine and wild flowers, but sesame,
buckwheat, Styrax japonica and cactus were
also used. Honey was sold to neighbors and
friends (46%) and through private channel (22%).
but a few beekeepers sold honey through
cooperatives or market. Beekeepers started
feeding bees in early February (68%) or late
January (16%). and ended feeding bees in
(26%)., (26%)
or early November (18%). The winter feeding

mid-November late November
in Jeju was one month shorter than that
done in the mainland. The most challenging
was selling

problem in Jeju apiculture

products and choosing beekeeping places.
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