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Summary

A Study on the Woman Diver’s Costume in
Cheju Island

KIM Jung-Sook

The aim of this thesis is to survey the historical change of woman-div
er’s costume of Cheju Island and to review the method of making them
through diagramming the relics of Mul-sojungi and Mul-jucksam as the
main objectives. Furthermore this thesis deals with the characterisyics
of these costume of woman-diver in Cheju Island.

The woman-diver’s costume can be classified into Ywo cateqories :
clothes (that were similar to swimming suits) and accessories (that cor-
respond to the equipments for catching marine products), which were worn or
used when they dove into the sea water to get top—shells, sea-ears, and
sea-weeds, etc:-- A set of the clothes consists of Mul-sojungi(&439]),
Mul-jocksam (g2 4H), and Mul-sugdn (£47), A set of the accessoris
includs Noon (¥ under-watereye-glasses), Taewak(=|€) , Mangsali(=}}2]),
Bichang (u#), Jonge-Homi(A# %)), Kol-gakji(Z4=l), Mul-guddk(g+4).
etc.

Mul-sojungi had been used until 1970, when the rubber-skin diving
costume ap_peared. Its basic format had been maintained without
outstanding changes across place, but marginal changes occurred only
in the shoulder strings (Maechin: ={*), colors and decorations.

Mul-jScksam appeared after the 1930’s and Mul~sugun was replaced
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with a hat called caburi(7442])in the 1960"s. Mul-sojugi was designed to
be made on the basis of the width of the cotton cloth(=]y : about 38m)
and, at minimum, 5 ja(ja used in Cheju is 52.3m)of cotton cloth was
required for making one suit of Mul-sojungi, However, the length was
measured with han-bal (g4 : two arms spared apart), one span (%), ha
n-jo-ri(§ =z e} : distance from thumb to index finger), or han-chi (a tenth of
ja) by rough guess rather than using ja (#}).

Mul-jScksam and Mul-sugon could be made with a total of 3 ja of
cotton cloth and the methods of sewing and cutting was similar to those
used in making Korean traditional jdcksam.

The neckline and front part of Mul-jdcksam took the form of a
blouse. In the Korean traditional j6cksam, the neckband is to be
arranged toward the right side while Mul-jécksam was adjusted into the
left side.

Through the above survey, the characteristics of the diving woman’s
costume in Cheju Island can be summarized as follows :

Functionality and practicality were increased by slitting both sides and
the clothes were decorated with sitches or scraps of cloth.

Moreover, since those clothes could be made easily and worn quickly,
most women residing at the sea-shores of Cheju Island wore those

clothes for various purposes such as work clothes or underwear.
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