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* Jeju Studies of Seok Joo-Myung

Yoon, Yong—Taek™*

Seok Joo-Myung(1908. 10, 17 - 1950. 10. 6) was the first man who
becanie aware of the value of Jejudaum(Jejuesque or Jeju style). About
sixty years ago he perceived that the nature and culture of Jeju Island
1s very peculiar and important. He insisted that Korean intelligent people
have to collect the materials of Jeju Island and formulate a system
of Jeju studies. He studied the culture as well as the nature of Jeju
Island for himself, and compiled materials into Jejudochongseo(a series
of Jeju Island Studies by Seok).

The Jeju studies of Seok are significant as follows ; First, Seok laid
the foundation for Jeju studies. Jejudochongseo(a series of Jeju Island
Studies) is the fundamental materials for Jeju studies. The materials
are the almost original forms of the nature environment and human
society of Jeju Island. For that reason he became a precursor of Jeju
studies, Secondly, the nature and culture of Jeju Island was studied as
a whole by Korean scholar during the latter part of Japanese Colonial
Period. At that time the Japanese imperial government patronized
scholar studied Jeju Island for the exploitation of its resources and the
domination of Jeju society. But Seok investigated Jeju Island for the
inquiring into the true state of Korea, and he regared it as projecting
Korean studies. Thirdly, Seok applied methodology of natural science

* Professor, Department of Philosophy, Jeju National University,
Director of Tamla Culture Research Institute
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to the humanities and social studies. In other words he applied
statistical and analytic method in butterfly-taxonomy to the dialect
studies, the census, and bibliography. In that point, he was a precursor
of the converging sciences. Fourthly, Seok occupied a position of
integrating scholar owing to his Jeju studies. He was nothing but a
noted entomologist before he had studied Jeju Island. But he became an
integrating scholar who put together nature, humanity, and society
since he had studied Jeju Island.

Seok has been dead for sixty yvears. There is a need today to
consider Seok’s Jeju studies from many angles in his whole studies. In
the past sixty vyears many studies have changed their research
methods, and Jeju studies have been rewarded with good fruits. We
must estimate objectively Seok’s academic achievements from many

spheres.

Seok Joo-Myung, Jeju Studies, Jejudochongseo(a series of Jeju Island
Studies). Glocalist, Integrating Scholar, Converging Sciences
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