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On the Spatial Organization of <Chogong-Bonpuri>

Shin, Yeon—-Woo*

One of the important motifs of <Chogong-Bonpuri> is traveling.
The itinerary of the traveling, however, does not show the objective
distance. The distance of the traveling is affected by the emotional
recognition and the understanding of the space follows the emotional
value. In this paper I explained the aspects and the meaning of the
mythical space organization through the analysis of the spatial
structure of <Chogong-Bonpuri>.

Joojub-Sunsung and Mr. and Mrs. Imjingook go to Mt. Hwanggeum
and return home easily. Mt. Hwanggeum does not seem a long
distance. On the contrary Agassi goes there for a very long round. It
does not reflect the objective distance, it is the distance of emotional
value. For Joojub-Sunsung is a saint, the distance does not matter. To
Mr. and Mrs. Imjingook Mt. Hwanggeum is not so high because it is
just one of the ordinary place of everyday life. One can lead a life well
without the recognition of the sacred. But those who have an
orientation to the transcendence in his/her mind go and come a long

and steep way round, which seems so easy to get.

The first notion of the long and steep journey of Agassi is to show

* Seoul National University of Technology



the way of her marriage. But secondly the way is the process of death
and rebirth which implies the journey to the land of the dead. In this
case the process of initiation of a young woman is put on top of her
marriage. The process which is full of pain, we can understand as a
model of the "women's suffering” of the Korean traditional narratives.

<Chogong-Bonpuri>, space, transcendence, "women's suffering”,
marriage, death and rebirth
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