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<Abstract>

A Second Inter-Korean Summit and Jeju Island:
North Korea's Perspective

Moo-Jin Yang
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the possibility of holding a second inter-Korean summit. In terms of
theoretical background, the study utilizes the factors in foreign policy
decision-making as developed by Rosenau, Thompson, Macridis, and
Jensen. The elements that shape North Korea's decision-making on South
Korea policy can be divided into international factors, domestic factors, and
factors of inter-Korean relations. The research methodology for this study is
based on primary documents from North Korea and the experience gained
in the process of holding the first inter-Korean summit.

North Korea's roadmap for summit meetings with the South can be seen
as having the following sequence: holding the first inter-Korean summit,
improving U.S.-DPRK relations, and then opening the second inter-Korean
summit. Currently the process is stuck in the second stage of improving
relations with America, which is closely tied to the implementation of the
September 19th joint statement on the North Korean nuclear issue. By
solving the Banco Delta Asia (BDA) issue and reaching an agreement on
implementing the joint statement, possibly through two more rounds of the
Six-Party Talks, North Korea and the US. will be able to form the
beginnings of trust in their relationship as the gradual, phased
implementation begins. Without any progress on the nuclear issue in the
Six-Party Talks, the opportunity for building trust will gradually recede.
However, if North Korea perceives the need to solve the current impasse
through an inter-Korean summit, it could change its existing roadmap.

Regarding the timing of a second summit, the first half of 2007 would be
difficult, given North Korea's domestic agenda and the cold weather. The
latter part of the year would also be difficult, due to the presidential
elections in South Korea. As such, if a summit does take place in 2007, it is
likely to be held in May or June.

Although Pyongyang may be a preferable location for the summit, this
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Korea. A second best option would be Jeju Island.

The promise for Kim Jong Il to visit Seoul at an appropriate time remains
unfulfilled, six years after it was made at the first inter-Korean summit. As
of now even inter-ministerial talks are suspended, and the outlook for an
indirect summit does not seem favorable. However, this issue carmot be
postponed any longer. If there is progress on the North Korean nuclear
issue and inter-ministerial talks are reopened, South Korea must more
forcefully press the North on when and where a second inter-Korean
summit might be held, as well as what issues might potentially be
discussed.

Key words: Inter-Korean relations, Six-Party Talks, North Korean nuclear

issue.





